[Pulmonary tuberculosis in the outpatients clinics of the Social Security in Biscay (author's transl)].
The authors review the problem of active pulmonary tuberculosis in the clinics of the Social Security in Biscay. The high number of cases offers a wide panorama and the possibility of arriving at general conclusions within the Biscayan demographic structure. It is rather disturbing to discover an average of 24.37 cases per 100,000 inhabitants per year in this partial study of the situacion. The indexes for 1967 and 1974 were practically the same. Although the disease occurs with greatest frequency in persons between 30 and 60 years of age, there is a marked tendency for it to appear at increasingly lower ages. The disease is much more common in men than in women, and immigrates seem to be more susceptible than the native population. Pulmonary tuberculosis was reported as the cause of 1.12 percent of the 61,341 deaths registered in Biscay during the 8-year period under study (1967-1974). In view of this situation the authors insist on the urgent need for strategic methods to erradicate this serious menace to public health. They consider the role of tuberculosis sanatoriums in the state to be of outmost importance.